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SWITZERLAND. 

Mortality in cities and towns during the month of August, 1898. 

[Translated in this Bureau from the Woohenbulletin der Schweiz, September 17, 1898.] 
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AFRICA. 

Smallpox at Pretoria and Natal. 

Cape Town, September 8, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to call your attention to the following : 

At Pretoria, South African Eepublic, smallpox has broken out 
among the coolies and several cases are reported. But few. if any, 
whites thus far affected. The Government enforces vaccination, and 
citizens are allowed fourteen days and farmers one month in which to 
vaccinate. The state of affairs is pronounced serious, and public 
meetings are being held to bring pressure to bear upon the "smallpox 
committee." One speaker stated that "the disease was spreading so 
rapidly that the whole town would be in quarantine unless prompt 
measures were taken." In Natal the disease has appeared among the 
natives, and the Government is using heroic measures. The compul- 
sory vaccination of whites has not yet been ordered, but vaccination is 
urged. All natives are being vaccinated, s and none can leave the 
colony without a pass. It is stated that no fewer than 4,600 natives 
went out of the colony before the order was issued. All natives 
reentering the colony undergo a most thorough examination. Com- 
plaints are made of bad lymph, but this the Government denies. From 
the Orange Free State a correspondent writes that smallpox has broken 
out and appears to be of a most deadly nature, and up to the present 
3 whites and 1 native have died ; that there is not a supply of virus. 
Only 1 case in Cape Colony is reported. The several Governments 
are active and taking steps necessary to stamp out the disease. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. G. Stowe, 
United States Consul- General. 

Hon. Third Assistant Secretary of State. 



